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Factors Related to Parents’ Choice of Early Childhood Schools in Chumphon Province
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Abstract

This research is a quantitative research aims to 1) study the reasons to select a preschool for young
children in Chumphon province 2) study factors related to the parents’ preschool selection in Chumphon
Province. The sample was 380 parents of first year preschoolers in the academic year 2019, from 10 preschools
under the Chumphon Educational Service Area Office including government and private kindergartens. The
data were collected using questionnaires developed by a researcher, including personal characteristics and
criterions of parents’ preschool selection including 5 aspects i.e. 1) teaching and learning experiences 2)
personal 3) management 4) building and environment, and 5) services. Data were analyzed using frequency,
percentage, means and Chi-square for hypothesis testing. The results showed that (1) Parents use reasoning
in choosing early childhood schools, mainly by considering administrative issues, human resources, teaching
and learning experience, building and environment and services respectively. Factors significant related to
parents’ preschool selection for their children in Chumphon province were occupation and educational
level of parents. The farmers and civil servants or sovernment officers have considered human resources
as the most important factor. Parents who are s consider personnel. Parents who have a business owner
have considered building and external environment as the most important factors. On the other hand,
parental education significantly related to parents’ preschool selections. Parents with primary education
chose preschool by considering teaching and learning experiences. Parents with lower secondary education
considered service factors. Parents with high school education and posteraduate education considered

human resources.

Keywords: Preschoolers children, Preschool selection, Parents
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